2. RIGHTEOUSNESS PROVIDED BY GOD

We come now to the second of the six sections into which we have divided this epistle-Romans. It is an extremely important section even though it is proportionately smaller than the others. It “constitutes the very center of the Apostle’s teaching. It is like the living creatures in the Revelation – full of eyes BEFORE and BEHIND” (4:6). It looks behind to what has already been said and looks before and tells us what we can expect in the remainder of the Epistle.


It goes back and picks up the purpose of the Epistle which was stated in 1:17. In that verse Paul told us that the Gospel of which he was not ashamed contained the revelation of the righteousness of God. Then he proceeded to show why such a righteousness was needed, as he documented the fact of universal sinfulness from 1:18 to 3:20. Having adequately proved that “RIGHTEOUSNESS WAS NEEDED BY SINFUL MEN”, he now tells us how that righteousness may be procured, and then spends the rest of the Epistle dealing with the TOTAL NATURE of such a righteousness.

This short section is packed with important words describing the great truths of God’s relationship to man. Look at these words and phrases –“the righteousness of God . . . the law . . the law and the prophets . . . faith in Christ Jesus . . . the glory of God . . . justified . . . grace . . . redemption . . . propitiation . . . blood . . . remission.”

“RIGHTEOUSNESS” is that which is being talked about. God is righteous. Man is not righteous. Up to this point Paul has proved that both Jews and Gentiles are all under (‘in the power of, under the authority of’) sin (3:9), and incapable of producing righteousness which is acceptable to God (3:20). But there is GOOD NEWS: The righteous God has revealed to unrighteous man how he can be righteous with a righteousness which is acceptable with God. At the beginning of his study, in the section entitled INTRODUCING AND OUTLINING THE EPISTLE, we have given some definitions of righteousness. It might be well to look at them again.
NOTE: I did not have those first two pages when I started this series. My husband located them and now I have them. I will get them typed and up as soon as I can. It will be under the name mentioned in previous paragraph! Better late than never! It will follow this article...



1. RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TIME – “But now.”



This is one of Paul’s favourite phrases (Rom. 16:25,26; Eph. 2:12, 13; Col. 1:26). Jesus Christ is the great time divider. Everything is B.C. or A.D. Jesus Christ is the supreme and final revelation of all God’s purposes concerning everything. The Old Testament abounds in pictures and precepts telling of righteousness, but the supreme and ultimate revelation of righteousness is seen in Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is God’s final word on righteousness.


            11. RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE LAW – “Without the law.”



It has been proved that man could not keep the law. If a man is to be righteous he must meet all the demands of God’s law for the law “is holy, and the commandment holy and just, and good” (Rom. 7:12). The reason the law could not make us righteous was because our earthly nature weakened its action” (Rom. 8:3 – TCNT). If man is to be righteous before God it must be quite apart from any law, (Mont.) that requires a response of which man is utterly incapable. It must be on the basis of another principle.

         111. RIGHTEOUSNESS A REVELATION – “The righteousness of God is manifested.”


Paul repeats what he said in 1:17. How men can be righteous apart from the law is a revelation from God. The word manifested indicates a revelation undiscoverable by man, an unveiling by God, and a divine action that has permanent results, and calls special attention to the essentially divine source of this righteousness, and THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF ITS COMING FROM MAN. This being the case, it is extremely important that we give ourselves to that revelation. The truth concerning the righteousness of God is not the product of human reasoning but the declaration of divine revelation. Legal righteousness seems reasonable, while grace righteousness seems ridiculous. One must choose between reasoning and revelation in divine matters.
This part will be continued after give you the first two pages of 

this series because it gives a full introduction to this series.

INTRODUCING AND OUTLINING THE EPISTLE - ROMANS

RIGHTEOUSNESS – Is the key word in the Roman epistle. It means “BEING RIGHT.” This is the whole of the salvation matter – how can a man be right with God first of all, and then right in relation to every other person, and thing, as a result of being right with God?

Righteousness is the essential characteristic of the Gospel as brought forth in this epistle. It reveals not only God’s love, mercy, and grace, but MAINLY HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. God, being perfect in all His ways is infinitely righteous in His character. In the Gospel is revealed the way by which sinners can become righteous through the gift of His grace.

Righteousness in this epistle is that righteousness which his own righteousness required Him to require.

 It is the sum total of all that God commands, demands, approves, and provided.

It is that righteousness which avails before God, which meets and secures His approval.


It is CHRIST JESUS . .  .made unto us . . .RIGHTEOUSNESS  (1 Cor. 1:30).



There are many fine outlines of this epistle  available, however, we are going to use a modified form of the outline given by Dr Griffith Thomas in his work on Romans.
1. RIGHTEOUSNESS NEEDED BY SINFUL MEN (1:16-3:20)

In this section, Paul depicts universal unrighteousness, and delivers an unanswerable indictment against the whole human race. “ALL HAVE SINNED!” Therefore, ALL ARE UNRIGHTEOUS and must secure a righteousness outside of themselves if they would stand before a holy God.

2. RIGHTEOUSNESS PROVIDED BY GOD (3:21-26)


God has REVEALED HIS PLAN for providing sinful men with the divinely required righteousness through Jesus Christ.

3. RIGHTEOUSNESS RECEIVED THROUGH FAITH  (3:27-4:25)


Man must abandon all hope of providing his own righteousness, and cast himself in faith upon the promise of God which declares that God will justify the ungodly man who believes.

4. RIGHTEOUSNESS EXPERIENCED IN LIFE  (5:1-8:39) 


As we are righteous BEFORE GOD through Jesus Christ, so we are righteous in LIVING EXPERIENCE as Jesus Christ the Righteous One lives in and though us by the Holy Spirit. What Christ accomplished FOR us in His great redemptive act, He works IN us by the power of the Holy Spirit.
5. RIGHTEOUSNESS REJECTED BY THE JEWISH NATION (9-11)


Religiously zealous, the Jewish nation in its unbelief and rebellion rejected Jesus Christ, and in turn were rejected by Him.

6. RIGHTEOUSNESS MANIFESTED IN PRACTICAL LIFE  (12-16)


“Righteousness is as righteousness does.” Having received the gift of righteousness (5:17), the believer should be right in every relationship of life.
KEY VERSE

In three epistles Habakkuk 2:4 is quoted – “The just shall live by faith.” In each usage the emphasis is on a different part of the verse.

1.  ROMANS 1:17 – “The Just
 SHALL LIVE by faith.”


The purpose of the Roman Epistle is to reveal how a sinner is made just before 

God, therefore the emphasis is on the first two words, THE JUST.

2. GALATIANS 3:11 – “The just SHALL LIVE by faith.”


Justification makes possible the reception of the Holy Spirit, and as the believer walks in faith the Holy Spirit reproduces LIFE of Christ in him. The Galatians had begun in the Spirit” but had been influenced by false teachers who seduced them from complete dependence on the Spirit to dependence on religious works and and they were seeking to be made perfect but the flesh (3:3.) Justified life is life in the Spirit. Romans tells us how a sinner can be justified, while Galatians shows that the justified man lives by faith.


3. HEBREWS 10:38 – The just shall live BY FAITH.”


The quotation of the Habakkuk passage in Hebrews  is followed by the great section on faith in Hebrews 11. It is by believing and responding to the Word of God that just men live. Without faith it is impossible to please Him (Heb. 11:6)

IV. RIGHTEOUSNESS AND THE OLD TESTAMENT – “Being witnessed by the law and the 
  
      prophets.”

The Jews were accustomed to divide the Scriptures into two parts – THE LAW, including the five books of Moses, and THE PROPHETS, including the other books. ‘The law and the prophets’ therefore mean the Old Testament Scriptures.

In the law, the five books of Moses, we see that “the sacrifices offered by the patriarchs and the whole of the ceremonial law in all its typical ordinances and observances, bear their direct though shadowy testimony to the righteousness of God, of which Noah was alike a preacher and an heir” (2 Pet. 2:5; Heb. 11:7) “The law possessed only a dim outline of the benefits Christ would bring” (Heb. 10:1 – JBP). In the bright light shed forth by the Sun of righteousness risen,” these dim outlines are more clearly discerned by us than by those to whom they were first
given.


The prophets also bear a clear witness to the coming of this saving righteousness. Let’s hear their ancient testimony.

Isa. 56:1 – “Thus saith the Lord, keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my SALVATION is 


        TO COME, and MY RIGHTEOUSNESS to be REVEALED.”  

Isa. 61:11 – “For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things 

         that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord God will cause RIGHTEOUSNESS 

         and praise to spring forth BEFORE ALL THE NATIONS.”

Isa. 62:1, 2 – For Zion’s sake will I will not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will 


         not rest, until the RIGHTEOUSNESS thereof go forth as brightness, and the 


         SALVATION THEREOF as a lamp that burneth, And THE GENTILES SHALL SEE 

         THY RIGHTEOUSNESS, and ALL KINGS thy glory.”

Isa. 45:8 – “Drop  ye,  heavens, from above, and let THE SKIES POUR DOWN 



        RIGHTEOUSNESS; LET THE EARTH OPEN, AND LET THEM BRING FORTH 


        salvation, and let RIGHTEOUSNESS spring up together; I THE LORD HAVE 


        CREATED IT.”


Isa. 45:24, 25 – “Surely, shall one say, IN THE LORD HAVE I RIGHTEOUSNESS and strength, 


and MY SALVATION: even to Him shall men come . . . In the Lord shall ALL 



THE SEED OF ISRAEL BE JUSTIFIED, and shall glory.” 

Isa. 46:13 – “I BRING NEAR MY RIGHTEOUSNESS; it shall NOT BE FAR OFF, and MY 


          SALVATION  shall not tarry: AND I  WILL place SALVATION in Zion for Israel 


          my glory.“

Isa. 53:11 – “By His knowledge shall MY RIGHTEOUS SERVANT JUSTIFY man.”


Isa. 51:5, 6 – “MY RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NEAR; MY SALVATION is gone forth . . . MY 


           SALVATION shall be forever, and MY RIGHTEOUSNESS shall not be 



           abolished.”

Jer. 23:5, 6 – “Behold, THE DAYS COME, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a  


           RIGHTEOUS BRANCH  . . . and this is the same whereby He shall be called, 


           THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”


Jer. 33:15, 16 – “IN THOSE DAYS and AT THAT TIME, will I cause THE BRANCH OF 




RIGHTEOUSNESS to grow up unto David . . . In those days shall Judah be 



saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely:  and this is the name wherewith 



He shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

Dan. 9:24 – “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon the holy city, to 


           finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 



           reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

In the next chapter, Paul is going to refer to a representative faith-righteousness man in “the law” (Abraham), and one in “the prophets” (David).
